
Q1: At the school gates, Sabrina’s 
mum announces that she’s just 
got distinction in Grade 4 Violin. 
Your child is still sawing away at 
Grade 1 like a ritual cat torturer. 
You say:

a. “Gosh, that’s wonderful. How  
 proud you must be,” with a fi xed  
 grin.

b. “Nobody likes a bragger!” And  
 stamp on her foot.

c.  “So many children seem to   
 be doing violin these days. My  
 Torquil is writing his own music.  
 For the hurdy-gurdy – a mediaeval  
 instrument he’s made himself.  
 Such creativity!” Then force   
 Torquil to make a hurdy-gurdy  
 and learn to play it by next   
 Monday.

Q2: Charlotte comes out from 
ballet, looking lovely in her little 
pink tutu. Too bad that she has 
all the grace of a new-born rhino. 
She’s crying and begging to give 
it up. Again. How do you react?

a. Hug her and tell her that everyone  
 has a special gift. And perhaps  
 hers is… car maintenance.

b. Decide it’s the teacher’s fault and  
 go and push Madame Pirouette  
 off  her points.

c. Book up fi ve one-to-one coaching  
 sessions a week. Because you’ve  
 never stopped regretting your  
 failure to become a prima   
 ballerina, and if Charlotte will just  
 stop falling over the family talent  
 is SURE to show up this time…

Q3. Your son is up for a role in 
a new Richard Curtis fi lm! Then 
word reaches you, the night 
before the recall, that Torquil’s 
slight lisp may lose him the part. 
What do you do?

a. Nothing. A lisp might even tip  
 the odds in his favour. It worked  
 for Toyah, didn’t it? Yeth it did!

b. Slip some topical anaesthetic into  
 a bottle of squash and off er it  
 around to the other kids at the  
 audition so they ALL lisp. Oh  
 yeah! Lisp ‘em goooood!

c. Get him to an orthodontist   
 immediately and get those   
 wayward incisors drilled into   
 a non-lispy shape under minimal  
 anaesthetic (the kid’ll need his  
 wits about him tomorrow). 

Q4. It’s Torquil’s birthday! How 
do you celebrate?

a. Invite friends around for a party,  
 making him a Minecraft birthday  
 cake, decorated with a perfectly  
 pixelated hammers.

b. Send him to McDonald’s with  
 some mates, twenty quid and a  
 warning not to suck on the thick  
 shake straw so hard his ears   
 bleed. 

c. Invite everyone in his class and  
 their mothers. Flood the garden,  
 freeze it, and then stage Lion   
 King On Ice with Will Smith   
 playing Simba. (That’ll fi nally  
 shut Sabrina up about Robert  
 Downey Junior dropping by for  
 her 9th!)

Q5. At ‘Show & Tell’ your child 
must take in a picture of their idol. 
What picture do you put in their 
bookbag?

a. Ghandi

b. Shrek

c. You, of course.
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MOSTLY As

You’re sweet and lovely and 
well… perhaps a teeny-weeny bit 
passive. I mean – do you even 
CARE at ALL?  What’s WRONG 
with you?! That’s your CHILD, 
that is! They only get ONE 
CHANCE in this life and you’re 
just ‘Oh well, hey, whatever…’ 
You sicken me. You monster.

MOSTLY Bs

You are a true tigress when it 
comes to your child. Or, perhaps, 
more accurately, a gorilla. You 
like blunt talking or, better still, 
a blunt instrument. Beating 
everyone up will certainly help 
you and your child stand out. In 
an identity parade. You monster.

MOSTLY Cs

You are the queen of mothers. 
You put the mmmmm into 
manipulation. It’s tough, but 
someone has to do it. If your child 
doesn’t make it to the top it’ll 
only be because they’re always 
twitching and whimpering in a 
corner. You monster.

Are you a MONSTER Mother?

SO! Tot up your scores and see how you did…

CONFESS! If you’ve had a little Monster Mother Moment, please share it with me by emailing ali@alisparkes.com. The best moments will feature in my festival events this year and those contributors will get a signed copy of Car-Jacked (in which Jack’s mother out-monsters 
us all!).  

Of COURSE not! You’re LOVELY. Or are you..? 
Well, wonder no further – just try Ali Sparkes’s  
MONSTER MOTHER QUIZ and fi nd out.   

Q4. It’s Torquil’s birthday! How 

Mother?Mother?
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